Public Pressure forces NIE to Public Inquiry Table

Concerned local residents have welcomed Environment Minister’s recent announcement that a public inquiry is to be held regarding the controversial plans for the high voltage Tyrone Cavan interconnector.   
Three years of campaigning by local action group SEAT (Safe Electricity Armagh Tyrone), public representatives and all the 5000 people along the 45km route of the 400 kV proposed interconnector line have successfully ensured that any decisions regarding this project are carefully considered in a public local inquiry.  This campaign enjoys the support of all local politicians and all political parties.  
SEAT representative John Woods expressed his confidence that a public inquiry will enable all relevant stakeholders to put forward their serious concerns regarding the detrimental effects of high voltage overhead lines on issues including health, environment, farming, and tourism and property devaluation to the Planning Appeals Commission.  John Woods said “Unfortunately residents along this route have yet to be adequately consulted by NIE on the planning application and I feel that this forthcoming public inquiry will give local families reassurance that at last they will be listened to. I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all those who have supported the SEAT campaign by fundraising, letter writing, lobbying and attending meetings.  The wholehearted support for this campaign in Armagh and Tyrone has guaranteed a fair investigation into this issue.  Residents and landowners have always stated that they have huge anxiety about this overhead proposal and that only a complete undergrounding of this project will be enough to allay these fears. SEAT is not against interconnection of the electricity supply – it is merely the overhead nature of this planning application that is causing alarm.”
SEAT and local representatives are concerned at the inconsistencies in NIE estimates on the cost of this project.  No serious attempt has been made by NIE to provide a realistic and accurate figure for the cost of undergrounding this high voltage line.  NIE have made unsupported claims that it may be too costly to underground the line but the recent An Bord Pleanala Hearing in the South has highlighted the fact that both NIE and EirGrid have based their figures on research that is at least four years out of date.   SEAT is confident that the actual cost of undergrounding will save money over the 40 year life of the project as a result of advances in cabling technology, increasing the efficiency of electricity transmission.  The 2008 Askon Report found that undergrounding the cable will save €163 million when compared with the transmission losses of an overhead line.  This is particularly significant as it appears that the Northern Ireland consumer will be funding this high strength interconnector.  

This project continues to be strongly opposed on both sides of the border and the pressure group in the Republic, NEEP (North East Pylon Pressure), recently made significant progress in May 2010 An Bord Pleanala Hearing  when Eirgird were forced to withdraw their planning application because of significant flaws in the application.  
Our task now is to place together a good legal team with planning expertise in preparation for the public inquiry. When we look at other public tribunal costs we know we are going to need to raise a lot of money. We ask everyone to make a special effort to raise funds to cover the enormous expected costs. 
SEAT and concerned residents have been funding this campaign to date. Many families and individuals who support the undergrounding of this high voltage line have set up direct debits for monthly contributions to the campaign fund. All donations to this fund are welcome and can be easily set up through the SEAT Northern Bank account.  The sort code is 95 03 41 and the account number is 60027855. 
(SEAT can be contacted on 07549171023, 07792582838 or Sarah on 02837569322.  www.seatactiongroup.com)

