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UNDERGROUND MAKES SENSE

Safe Electricity Armagh Tyrone
MISSION STATEMENT

1. WHO ARE WE?

1.1
SEAT (SafeElectricityArmaghTyrone) is a local action group based in Armagh and Tyrone representing those who are affected by the proposed 400kV North-South Interconnector. 

1.2 SEAT and its southern counterpart NEPP (NorthEastPylonPressure) were formed in 2007 in response to the public outcry in Counties Armagh, Tyrone, Meath, Cavan and Monaghan following proposals from NIE and EirGrid to erect extra-high voltage overhead power lines across the countryside of these regions.

1.3 SEAT is a progressive, cross-community campaign group.

1.4 SEAT is in favour of upgrading our electricity transmission system.  

1.5 SEAT and NEPP recommend that modern underground cabling technology is used in this upgrading process, and is opposed to unsafe, unsightly and outmoded overhead power lines and the pylon towers that carry overhead lines.

1.6 SEAT opposes this high voltage overhead power line – to be the most powerful yet in NI – because of the established adverse effects on environment, health, heritage and valuation of property.

1.7 SEAT is committed to use every lawful and legal means to ensure that the proposed hazard to health, heritage, environment and devaluation of property is brought to the public’s attention, and to compel NIE to revise its current proposals in favour of undergrounding the 400kV cable/s in Northern Ireland.

2.     WHY SEAT OPPOSES 400kV OVERHEAD POWERLINES

2.1 ENVIRONMENT: This will be the first 400kV line in Northern Ireland – all those in existence are 275kV or under. This proposed overhead line will erode the unique and irreplaceable quality and character of our shared landscape. Ultimately, the purpose behind the proposal is to increase corporate profits, regardless of health, farming, environment and community. The proposed lines and pylons will be extremely visually intrusive. No everyone realizes that the proposed power line will lead to a sterile corridor along the length of the line which will severely limit land use, restrict farming potential, devalue agricultural land, and penalise the agriculture and farming industries.  It will impair the tourist and heritage industry, and will have a devastating impact on wildlife and on areas of outstanding scenic beauty such as the Blackwater Valley.
2.2 HEALTH: The most recent research into long term exposure to high voltage power lines (Bioinitiative Report 2007) provides that living within 200 metres of high power lines increases a child’s risk of developing childhood leukemia by 69%. More startling is the research by Lowenthal, Tuck and Bray (2007), which indicates children have a 500% higher chance of developing cancer in later life if raised for their first five years within 300 metres of a high voltage line such as that proposed for Northern Ireland.  There is also considerable evidence that exposure to high voltage power lines can be a risk factor in breast cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, depression, suicide and miscarriage.
2.3 LAND AND PROPERTY DEVALUATION:  A study carried out in Britain in 2007 showed the value of detached properties at a distance of less than 100 metres from overhead transmission lines was 38% lower than comparable properties.  The effect of devaluation has been seen up to two and a half kilometres from such lines.

3.     WHY UNDERGROUNDING MAKES SENSE?

3.1 The most recent and in-depth research into this specific project has been carried out by Professor Friedhelm Noack – an expert in the field of High Voltage Engineering and  author of the Askon Report (October 2008). Professor Noack was Director of the Institute of Electrical Power and High Voltage Engineering at the University of Technology, Ilmenau, Germany, is a noted author in this area of electrical power, and is internationally respected for his expertise. 
3.2 Despite the claims of NIE and EirGrid, the Askon Report has 
established that undergrounding is 

· Cheaper

· Safer

· More reliable

3.3
Moreover, there are obvious environmental benefits in terms of land use, visual impact, land and property evaluation and tourism and heritage responsibilities.

4.
WHAT ARE OUR OBJECTIVES?

4.1 SEAT is committed to an active campaign to have these cables placed 
underground.  
4.2 SEAT research has shown that this is a feasible, cost effective and safer 
option than the proposed overhead system.
4.3 SEAT is committed to ongoing lobbying of all interested parties, 
including local, provincial and European politicians.
4.4 SEAT is committed to developing an effective campaign by harnessing 
and mobilising public support against the current proposed over 
grounding of the 400kV, which it regards as a form of corporate eco-
terrorism. This campaign involves publicly discrediting NIE and EirGrid 
policy, tactics, timelines and data. 

4.5 SEAT is committed to continuing to harness the opposition of 
landowners and other concerned persons along the proposed route of 
the interconnector in Northern Ireland.
4.6 SEAT is committed to continuing to represent the interests of 
landowners and other concerned persons along the proposed route of 
the interconnector in Northern Ireland.
4.7 SEAT is fully committed to raising awareness of the advantages and 
common sense of undergrounding this interconnector.
4.8 SEAT will formally object to the proposed overhead route when planning 
permission is applied for. 
4.9 SEAT is committed to be formally represented throughout at (and to 
strenuously contest) all formal and informal hearings regarding this 
proposal, and in particular at any planning inquiry into the NIE: EirGrid 
proposal. 
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