Environmental objections to the proposed construction of the Tyrone to Cavan Interconnector

1. The Environment
· The government of Northern Ireland is committed to conserving and protecting both the built and natural environment.    http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment
· A strategic objective of ‘First Steps Towards Sustainability: A Sustainable Development Strategy for Northern Ireland’ (May 2006) DOE, is ‘to create an attractive/high quality environment where people feel safe and which provides the conditions for health and social well-being’.(page 73)
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sustain-develop.pdf
· One of the principal objectives of the Armagh Area Plan (2004) is ‘to conserve and enhance the natural and man-made environment.’ (Paragraph 3.2)
· The construction of a North-South Interconnector would have an extremely negative effect on both our built and natural environment. (local examples)
2. Landscape

· A strategic objective of ‘First Steps Towards Sustainability: A Sustainable Development Strategy for Northern Ireland’ (May 2006) DOE, is ‘to conserve our landscape and manage it in a more sustainable way’. (page 42) According to the Strategy, one important step is to ‘ensure the review of the Northern Ireland Regional Development Strategy and other relevant planning policies, reinforce sustainable development and provide for appropriate protection of the landscape’.
· According to the EHS/Planning Service survey of landscape character areas within N. Ireland, the land affected by the proposed line falls within the ‘Armagh Drumlin’ area and the ‘Loughgall Orchard Belt’. http://www.ehsni.gov.uk/landscape.htm
· The mosaic of prehistoric monuments, traditional farms and buildings, forest plantations and wildlife habitats all contribute to these special landscapes that are part of our culture and heritage. The construction of a North-South Interconnector would have a significant detrimental impact on the appearance of our landscape. (local examples)
· Within the ‘Armagh Drumlin’ area, there is an almost complete mantle of drumlins forming an internationally acknowledged type example of a 'drumlin swarm'. The area is renowned for this particular type of topography and the proposed line would cut right through it, 
· According to the EHS/Planning Service survey of landscape character areas within N. Ireland, new development can be ‘integrated into the landscape’ if it is sited on the mid-slopes of drumlins, or close to the break of slope. How can pylons between 22m – 37m high be integrated into the landscape, when they are an eyesore threading their way through our beautiful drumlin landscape? 
· The EHS/Planning Service survey also states that within the Armagh Drumlin area ‘scattered development in the countryside can be accommodated if located sympathetically between trees and hills and if constructed of traditional materials’. Pylons hardly fit into the category of ‘traditional materials’! 
· The Armagh Area Plan (2004) is concerned with ‘maintaining a high standard of physical environment and safeguarding its landscape quality and natural resources’. (Paragraph 3.1) The quality of the landscape would be degraded. (local examples)

· One main objective of The Dungannon & South Tyrone Area Plan (2010) is ‘the protection and enhancement of landscape features, natural habitats, and man-made features which are of conservation importance and contribute to the overall character of individual settlements and the wider countryside’. (page 15) (local examples)

http://www.planningni.gov.uk/AreaPlans_Policy/Plans/Dungannon/adopted_plan/00Cover.htm
3. Armagh Countryside
According to the Armagh Area Plan (2004) ‘almost 22,000 or 43% of the District’s population live in the countryside outside the main towns, villages and hamlets’ and the countryside requires to be protected. (Paragraph 79.1)
4. Dungannon Countryside

The Dungannon & South Tyrone Area Plan (2010) strategy is to ‘sustain a living and working countryside whilst protecting from inappropriate development those areas that are vulnerable to development pressure or that are visually or environmentally sensitive’
.
5. The Historic Built Environment
· Some of the most sensitive areas of the landscape along the proposed line are the settings of numerous important archaeological sites. These are concentrated to the south and west of Armagh and include Navan Fort, Northern Ireland’s most important ancient monument.. Local skylines and drumlin summits are also sensitive, particularly when they are the sites of ancient raths. 
· One of the principal objectives of the Armagh Area Plan (2004) is ‘to preserve and enhance the archaeological and historical heritage of the District’. (Paragraph 3.2)
·  14 raths, 2 enclosures, 2 burial mounds, 2 ancient churches with graveyards, 2 standing stones, 1 holy well, 1 megalithic tomb and 1 cross have been identified within a 1km radius of the proposed Line route. (Ref: Appendix 1)
· The landscape setting of these archaeological sites must be a priority for conservation. According to the Armagh Area Plan (2004) ‘development will not normally be permitted which would be likely to damage or prejudice the essential character of areas of historic landscapes, archaeological sites and monuments or their settings.’ (Paragraph 7.0)
· The proposed line passes close to a group of important archaeological sites north of the Armagh – Killylea Road including  Haughey’s Fort (Grid Ref: H8351 4529) and  The King’s Stables (Grid Ref: H 8388 4546). These sites are protected under the Historic Monuments & Archaeological Objects NI Order (1995)

· In particular, the view west from Navan Fort, one of the most important archaeological sites in Ireland, would be compromised.

· Lisglynn Fort (Grid Ref: H 8106 3915) is an Early Christian rath and souterrain. It is one of the few square forts in Ireland and the views both towards and from the fort would be ruined.
6.  Natural Environment

A. Woodlands

· Woodlands occupy c.2% of the Armagh Drumlin area and less than 4% of the Loughgall Orchard Belt compared with c 5.6% for Northern Ireland as a whole.
· According to the EHS/Planning Service survey of landscape character areas within N. Ireland, ‘the management and ongoing planting of woodlands is essential to conserve the special landscape character’. 

· The Ancient Woodland Inventory, carried out by the Woodland Trust, identified 3 areas of ancient woodland potentially affected by the proposed North/South Interconnector. These are: 

· Artasooley (Grid Ref: 8249) in the Loughgall Orchard Belt (ID:1823)
· Norton’s Crossroads (Grid Ref: 7938) in the Armagh Drumlin Area (ID:1388) 

· Norton’s Crossroads (Grid Ref: 8038) in the Armagh Drumlin Area (ID:1389)
· The proposed line would pass very close to these areas of ancient woodland which form part of our precious natural heritage and provide a unique habitat for many of our endangered species.
B. Grassland and Arable

· The diversity of habitats, even within the farmland dominated landscape of the Armagh Drumlin Area, which includes damp grasslands, hedges, woods, arable and fens, gives rise to diversity not only of plant species but also of mammals, insects and birds. Thus several of the bird Priority Species are recorded - bullfinch, song thrush, linnet, yellowhammer, reed bunting and curlew; indeed curlew, snipe and lapwing are specifically recorded from damp grasslands.

· Within the Loughgall Orchard Belt, in the farmland generally, bird Priority Species recorded include song thrush, spotted flycatcher, tree sparrow, skylark, reed bunting and linnet.

C. Wetlands and Lakes
· Within the Armagh Drumlin Area, there are numerous small fens, which are seen as not only of local importance for biodiversity, but also as of national importance 

· Within the Loughgall Orchard Belt, fens form a mosaic with reedbeds around loughs, as for example at Edenderry Lough which has the most extensive complex.
· The River Blackwater has river water-crowfoot as well as the white-clawed crayfish, salmon, trout and dollaghan. The otter is widespread.

· Loughs and river valleys, including the network of small streams that characterise the area to be dissected by the North South Interconnector are important components of the landscape which should be conserved, avoiding damage through changing land uses.
·  The Blackwater River Valley is a rural, peaceful, undisturbed and unspoilt valley with outstanding scenic qualities. The small-scale enclosed character of the valley ensures that large scale or extensive development would be intrusive.
Contact Details:

The Armagh Area Plan (2004)                                                                                         The Planning Service                                                                                                  Divisional Planning Office                                                                                      Marlborough House                                                                                                      Central Way                                                                                                                Craigavon                                                                                                                         BT64 1AD                                                                                                                        Tel. (028) 3834 1144

The Woodland Trust                                                                                                                    1 Dufferin Court                                                                                                             Dufferin Avenue                                                                                                             Bangor                                                                                                                              County Down                                                                                                                           BT20 3BX                                                                                                                               Tel:  (028) 9127 5787                                                                                                                                          
APPENDIX 1:

ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE SERVICE (DOE)

Historic Monuments of Northern Ireland to 31 March 2007

Sites and monuments protected under the Historic Monuments & Archaeological Objects (NI) Order (1995) within 1 km radius of the Proposed Line route
	TOWNLAND
	MONUMENT
	GRID REF.
(SHEET NO.)
	DIST. COUNCIL
	SM
NO

	Scheduled Historic Monuments

	Ballydoo
	Enclosure
	H 8246 4524 
	Armagh 
	011:025

	Balteagh
	Large hilltop enclosure
	H 7978 4038 
	Armagh 
	015:010

	Drumacanver
	Megalithic tomb
	H 8077 3710 
	Armagh 
	015:034

	Drummond
	Rath
	H 8057 3583 
	Armagh 
	019:001

	Fergort
	Rath
	H 7883 3285 
	Armagh 
	019:007

	Lisglynn
	Lisglynn rath & souterrain
	H 8106 3915  
	Armagh 
	015:019

	Rawes
	Rath:Rawes Fort 
	H 7927 3492 
	Armagh 
	019:004

	Tamlaght
	Burial Mound: The Doonan
	H 8073 3894 
	Armagh 
	015:018

	Tullyglush
	Rath
	H 7928 3752 
	Armagh 
	015:023

	Tullydowey
	Artillery Fort: Mullan Fort
	H 8395 5174 
	Dungannon & South Tyrone   
	062:001

	Tullydowey
	Confeacle Cross
	H 8387 5212 
	Dungannon & South Tyrone   
	062:003

	Other sites of unique archaeological importance within 1km radius of the Proposed Line route

	Bracknagh
	Rath
	H 8147 4672
	Armagh 
	011:005

	Benburb
	C 17th church, graveyard & enclosure
	H 8178 5214
	Dungannon & South Tyrone   
	061.025

	Drummeland
	St Malachy’s/St Mochua’s Well
	H7935 3229
	Armagh 
	019.009

	Gorestown
	Rath
	H8316 5596
	Dungannon & South Tyrone     
	062.005

	Listarkelt
	Multiperiod church, graveyard & enclosure
	H7933 3219
	Armagh. 
	019.010

	Doohat
	Standing Stone
	H7840 3035
	Armagh  
	019.013

	Drumderg
	Mound
	H 8292 5263
	Dungannon & South Tyrone     
	061:001

	Drummond
	Rath
	H 8052 3698
	Armagh 
	015.027

	Lisbanlemneigh
	Rath
	H 8160 5464 
	Dungannon & South Tyrone   
	061:010

	Listarkelt
	Rath reused as tree ring
	H 7902 3149
	Armagh 
	019.011

	Mullyard
	Rath
	H 7962 3002
	Armagh 
	019.014

	Mullyard
	Standing Stone possibly megalithic tomb
	H 7991 3110
	Armagh 
	019.012

	Rawes
	Rath
	H 7859 3483
	Armagh 
	019.003

	Tivnacree
	Rath
	H 7909 3401
	Armagh 
	019.005


For more information about these sites and monuments, please refer to ‘The Northern Ireland Sites and Monuments Record’ (NISMR) Database on the Environment & Heritage Service website: 

http://www.ehsni.gov.uk/built/mbr/monuments_database/mons.asp
Evidence of Recreational Activities/ Tourism in the area    
1. Cycling 
National Route 91 of the National Cycle Network follows the Navan Fort Road between Armagh and Killylea. The proposed North South Interconnector would pass over this road (Grid Ref: 81,45) 
2. Road Bowling

A traditional Irish sport played once played all over Ireland but now played mainly in Cork and Armagh. The sport continues to attract a strong following over local country roads in the Armagh area. 
3. Canoeing
The Blackwater Canoe Trail, which is 20 km long, commences at Maydown Bridge and meanders east through the beautiful Armagh/Tyrone countryside to Blackwatertown and the Moy. The proposed North South Interconnector would pass over this trail (Grid Ref: 83,51)                                                                               http://www.countrysiderecreation.com
4. Fishing

River Blackwater and Edenderry Lough (Edenderry Rod and Gun Club)

5. Benburb Valley Park                                                                     

One feature of note is the Benburb Valley Ecotrail which commences in the grounds of Benburb Priory.   

http://www.ecotrails.co.uk
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